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Love produces a tendency to regular rhythm, even to chanting. Anger 
chooses brief, staccato rhythms. 

4. Graphic Tracings .—The great advantage of the graphic method is 
that by it errors of the senses are avoided. In order, however, that ob¬ 
servations may become of the greatest value by comparison with others 
they should be registered by a uniform method, and above all the different 
curves should receive a mathematical interpretation. 

(April, 1904.) 

1. Note Relative to Dementia Praecox. Regis. 

I. Dementia Pracox .—This article is an extract from the author’s 
Precis dc Psychiatrie, and contains his opinions as to the proper classifica¬ 
tion of dementia praecox. He believes that dementia praecox is not an 
entity but a mode termination of acute confusion, and might be properly 
called chronic mental confusion. His reasons for so believing are: first, 
that all the cases of dementia praecox he has followed have begun with 
acute confusion, often hallucinatory; second, that given an acute con- 
fusional onset the termination in dementia praecox cannot be foreseen any 
better than the fortunate or unfortunate termination of acute mania or 
melancholia, and, third, cases of acute post-infectious confusion that do not 
get well terminate in a dementia analogous to dementia praecox. Thus he 
trys to point out that among all of the secondary dementias, that which 
follows a state of confusion represents above all the dementia praecox of 
Kraepelin. White. 


MISCELLANY 

Criminal Types. G. C. Speranza (American Law Register, March, 1904). 

Gino C. Speranza in this paper endeavors to apply Sergi’s theory of 
the survival of the weakest to the born criminal, and to explain thereby 
the persistence of the criminal type. He sets out with the fact of common 
observation that the physically weak often outlive the physically strong, 
for “while the latter struggle, the former submit.” From his very con¬ 
ception the individual is at war with numberless forces that tend to de¬ 
stroy him.” Complete adaptation to the environments means health. 
But there is also an imperfect adaptation which gives us a surviving 
weakling, such as the neurasthenic. “It is not only those that offer the 
greatest resistance to the change of environment who survive, but also 
some few of those who offer the least resistance.” Passing from physical 
to moral and social phenomena, the same rule applies. The parasite 
and criminal degenerate are not the fittest, yet they survive. They survive 
not by reason of their strength, but because they submit to what are to 
them abnormal conditions. It is because of such imperfect adaptation 
that the criminal is apt to break the rules of the body social. Heredity 
alone cannot explain the vitality of the socially unfittest. The impulse 
of Nature would, if anything, tend toward health. And the procreation 
of degenerate children defeats itself. How, then, do we account for the 
persistence of the criminal type? Social conditions will not explain it, 
as improvement in such social conditions does not seem to decrease but 
only to modify. The author finds the cause in the adherence to unscien¬ 
tific penologic principles, and to mistaken altruism. He insists on the 
necessity of a more scientific classification between merely bad or mistaken 
men and criminal men. The test of the latter is the “lack of response to 
reformative influences,” and it matters little whether the offense is great 
or small, its repetition is the test of criminality. Criminals of this class 
are comparatively few; the largest number of those classed as criminals 
are not such. The true altruism is to help the latter; the wrong altruism 
is to help the former as part of the same large, deserving class. “To 
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foster the degenerate qualities” of the really criminal “is to perpetuate 
that which is bad in the race.” “It is dangerous optimism that hopes for 
the reform of such men.” Let the Codes institute a scientific classification 
of criminals, based on better tests than the “vague theory of the forces 
of good and evil in man.”. Then substitute criminal therapeutics to mere 
punishment. “Where a cure is possible, let the remedial agencies sug¬ 
gested by criminologic and sociologic science have full scope. But where 
juridic therapeutics fail let there be no mistaken altruism to perpetuate 
the unfittest. Perpetual segregation, where less trying ostracism is im¬ 
possible, is the only way out of the problem of the criminal.” 

W: B. Noyes. 



